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Water which, in many cases, would he injurious, if not fatal. Yet the constitutional treatment of this disease is of infinitely more importance than the topical.
*he safer and best plan is to clear the prima; viae by aperients adapted to the age and strength of the patient, but into which a mercurial should always enter, i'hus a calomel and colocynth pill should be followed by saline or senna and saline purgatives till the bowels are well cleared, when salines with colchicum should be administered every four or six hours, with minute doses (say half a grain of calomel and a grain or two of James's powder) of mercurial diaphoretics. This is a safe and efficacious procedure, as far as internal means are concerned, and as compared with the hydromania of Priessnitz. As to the topical remedy, we fearlessly aver, from severe personal sufferings and ample ex- perience, that the tepid evaporating lotions are infinitely more efficacious, and oeyond all comparison more safe than the cold sheets, blankets, or towels.
Whoever tries the somewhat hazardous experiment of putting a gouty foot or hand into cold water, will hardly forget the stunning, benumbing, and indescribable pain which it produces. After this, the re-action is great, and the "eat and pain of the parts are ten times more than before the immersion. Now a tepid lotion, composed of vinegar, spirit, and water, produces a soothing effect 'rom the very first moment of its application, and the subsequent evaporating Process carries off the caloric and relieves the pain very much better than the cokl water, besides being infinitely safer.
Or. Weatherhead, who is a clear-headed and learned physician, will do well to ponder on the effect which his adhesion to the Priessnitz empiricism ( acquiescence, as the case may be.
The first two Sections are occupied with an examination of the opinions, past and present, of English lawyers on the kinds of mental unsoundness. Dr. Prichard shews that the ancient ideas were absolutely erroneous, and those of the day defective. And this leads him to dispute the existence of " monomania," or at all events, to dispute its frequency. Dr. P. observes :?
" It seems, on the whole, to be the settled doctrine of English courts at present, that there cannot be insanity without delusion, or as it is otherwise expressed by physicians, without illusion or hallucination, that is, without some particular erroneous conviction impressed upon the understanding, the affected person being otherwise in possession of the full and undisturbed use of his mental faculties. This is the doctrine of partial insanity, so that a man is supposed to be mad upon one point, and sane on every other particular; a state in itself most incredible. The existence of partial insanity is only admissible in one point of view; namely in that which was taken by the Lord Chancellor (Lyndhurst,) in commenting on the judgement of Sir John Nicholl. 'It is that the mind is unsound, and not unsound on one point only and sound in all other respects, but that this unsoundness manifests itself principally with reference to some particular object or person.' That this is a correct account of the condition of those who labour under what is termed ' partial insanity' will be made, as I trust, abundantly clear in the following pages, in which it will be shown that the disorder is not of that confined and restricted extent of which it is represented to be, and that mental derangement, in almost every case, not only involves a disordered exercise of the intellectual faculties, but extends even farther than the understanding, and implicates more remarkably the moral affections, the temper, the feelings and propensities; that it affects, in reality, the moral character even more decidedly than the understanding."
We confess that our own observation accords in the main with Dr. Prichard's.
We do not remember ever to have seen an instance of what could be considered, au pied de la lettre, monomania. There has always, when the patient was nar- i
